
SOUTH CAROLINA (4-3, 3-3 SEC) vs. TENNESSEE (3-5, 1-4 SEC) 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2018 | WILLIAMS-BRICE STADIUM | COLUMBIA, S.C. 
 
POSTGAME QUOTES 
 
SOUTH CAROLINA HEAD COACH WILL MUSCHAMP 
Opening statement… 
“It starts with Gamecock walk. Our fan base is amazing. It was an electric atmosphere. They were 
starving for a night game and they got one, and we certainly entertained them. The crowd was great – 
really appreciate that. I thought we ran the ball really effectively. I thought for the first time in a 
league game you saw our backs making guys miss. Our offensive line has been much improved this 
year. We haven’t run the ball as well as I wanted to, but we improved on the offensive line. I’ve been 
pleased with that. … I thought for the first time in a league game, we consistently made guys miss and 
that’s what we need to do to have the success we want to have running the football. We had some 
explosive plays. Right at six or seven yards per play on offense, which is as good as we’ve been. Started 
slow – I don’t know what the answer is. We’ve exhausted about every measure we could as far as how 
we measure our team. We’ll continue to look for faster ways to start the game. We finished well. We 
won the fourth quarter. It was a tie ball game. That’s one of our goals going into every game is to win 
the fourth quarter, and we did that, did what we had to do to win the game. Defensively, third down 
was just disastrous, just couldn’t get them off the field on third down. I want to credit Tennessee 
because they did a really good job in the screen game, kept us off balance with some things. They did a 
really nice job in that regard. A little bit too loose in the run game than we should have been. We 
stayed away from the explosive plays down the field. You look back two weeks ago when they beat 
Auburn, they hit a bunch of explosives down the wall. We stayed away from that. We wanted to play 
the screen game better. Those were the two keys to me going into the game playing this team. We 
didn’t do it as well defensively. I thought we did a nice job for the most part in special teams. End of 
the game there, Rico [Dowdle] needs to slide in bounds there and stay in bounds in that situation to 
be able to certainly kill the clock there at the end. It’s a situation we covered. We need to obviously do 
a better job coaching it. Very proud of our team, took a stand here, and I know our fans deserve a win 
at home against an SEC good football team, and they did that.”  
 
On the success of the run game today…  
“I think Ty’Son [Williams] has done a nice job. He’s practiced well. So much for us goes into how you 
practice. I’m somewhat young. I’m not as young as I used to be, but I’m still old fashioned. You’re 
normally going to play like you practice. That’s just what I believe. That’s not a knock on Rico 
[Dowdle] at all. He works hard, but we have confidence in all those guys. You put Mon [Denson] in 
there in that situation. Finally, he’s getting healthy. We check more run-to-run, which obviously slows 
us down in tempo a little bit, but I thought we were very effective with the tempo in the second half, 
and that helped us tremendously in the run game, got them out of kilter a little bit defensively, 
bounced them out of some gaps. Jake [Bentley] kept the ball several times, which has always helped 
us be more effective in the run game.”  
 
On the return of D.J. Wonnum… 
“We’ll watch tape. D.J. [Wonnum] is a good football player, very productive in everything he does. It 
was great having him back. He’s a very good football player. He also gives you a presence on your 
football team as far as leadership and calmness and how we play. A lot of the guys look to D.J. when 
things maybe aren’t going so well. D.J. is one of those factors that as a coach, you certainly breathe a 
little easier when he’s around.”  
 
On the team’s confidence going into next week’s game at Ole Miss…  



“I think anytime you work extremely hard and put a lot into something, you’ve got to have some 
positive results from it. Our guys work hard. Our guys practice the right way. They prepare the right 
way. They invest the way you’re supposed to invest. This league is tough. It’s tough week-in and week-
out getting wins, and we do what we have to do to win the football game. Certainly, anytime you invest 
and get a return, it helps in confidence.”  
 
On Jake Bentley’s 73-yard pass to Bryan Edwards…  
“It was something we had set up. It was the first play of the game. We brought Deebo [Samuel] in the 
motion. We had been throwing the flair. We pumped the flair. Kiel [Pollard] was running a wheel, and 
Bryan [Edwards] was running a post off of it. Find the open guy. He [Jake Bentley] found the right 
open guy. Really nice run and catch.”  
 
On R.J. Roderick’s play at the safety position…  
“There’s a little bit of a matchup issue at times. Also, R.J. [Roderick] has done a nice job. He’s a really 
good player. He’s got to continue. I talked to his mom the other day. He’s just a guy who needs to 
understand about practice. Practice is really important. Walk-throughs are really important. Meetings 
are really important. Everything’s important. That’s the hardest thing for young players to understand 
is all that is really, really important. He’s doing a really nice job. Steven [Montac] has a little bit of a 
groin. It’s nothing serious, but he did tweak it a little bit in the game. Javon Charleston played. J.T. 
Ibe’s down. Nick Harvey’s down right now. Jam [Jamyest Williams] hurt his shoulder a little bit. 
We’re at the last time, but those guys stepped in and did a nice job in a critical situation and made 
some plays.”  
 
On this being the last home SEC game of the season…  
“That’s part of the deal. Our guys understand going on the road and how to play. We’re going to enjoy 
the night and look forward to those opportunities down the road.”  
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SOUTH CAROLINA JUNIOR QB JAKE BENTLEY 
On what the win today means to him… 
“It’s a huge SEC win for us and it’s huge for our team. I think the resiliency in our whole team showed 
these past couple of weeks, and tonight. It’s really a testament to our coaches and the culture that we 
have here. We really focus on what we have to do, and block out everything. I have great teammates 
that lift me up, but it’s our job to come out here and win. I just heard coach say it, the fans can come 
and do whatever they want to. We know that we have a job to do on the field and that’s to win ball 
games.” 
 
On emotions during the game… 
“It’s one thing I wanted to focus on, knowing that this was going to be a fourth-quarter game. You 
can’t get too high or low at the beginning, or with anything that happens. The interception happened, 
but you can’t get too low. Touchdowns happen, but you can’t get too high emotionally. I thought I did 
a great job, I thought our whole offense did a great job of staying patient, staying locked in, trusting 
the game plan, never quitting, believing in one another and just playing the whole game. I think it’s 
one of the most complete games we’ve played this year as far as effort from everyone and really just 
playing for each other.” 
 
SOUTH CAROLINA SENIOR LB BRYSON ALLEN WILLIAMS  
On having D.J. back on the field with him… 
“I tell him all the time, he’s my guy. So just working with him, competing with him, it’s made my job a 
lot easier having him on the side of me. That’s just who he is. I see how he practices, I see how he 
trains. He’s a talented player so I’m glad to have him back.”  
 
On adjustments on 3rd down to get on the positive side… 
“We just had to slow down, slow the game down, fall back on our technique. Understand that they 
were trying to hit us with a couple of screens and quick passes. Understanding that we have to do our 
job as a front and help them in the edge. A lot of teams now are just trying to get the ball on the 
perimeter.”  
 
 
SOUTH CAROLINA JUNIOR DL D.J. WONNUM  
On having to sit out… 
“It was very hard, but I stayed positive through the process. I worked, got my ankle back, I kept 
practicing and kept getting stronger, and I’m ready to play.” 
	
On brother Dylan’s first career start… 
“It’s great to see him going out there and doing big things. I’m still going to support him to keep doing 
what he’s doing, keep making big plays. But it’s great to have him out there.” 
 
 
SOUTH CAROLINA JUNIOR RB RICO DOWDLE 



On the strong effort they made to run the football today and his views on Ty’Son 
getting the start over him…  
“I didn’t take any offense to it.  Like I’ve said before, all of our running backs are talented, and we all 
have the ability to start. We all have our strengths, and we just use our abilities to help out the team in 
any way we can. Coach made the choice to start Ty’Son tonight, and that is his decision, so I did not 
take it as a slap to the face or anything like that.” 
 
On whether he believes this is going to be the turn-around they need for the run game 
this season… 
“Yes, I think that we have to come out and do it again next week. We need to come out with the same 
mindset that we had tonight. We need to hit the gaps hard and continue to make guys miss at the first 
and second level. We have to come out and do the same thing we did tonight every Saturday.” 
 
SOUTH CAROLINA REDSHIRT JUNIOR OL DONELL STANLEY 
On what the difference in the run game was today and how it was so effective… 
“I just think we came out with the attitude knowing we wanted to run the ball. I think everyone was on 
the same page tonight. We were communicating well. We took the bye week as an opportunity to 
focus heavily on the run game, and we were able to show it tonight. We just need to keep on working 
on the run game.” 
 
On how Dylan Wonnum played in his first start… 
“Oh yeah he did a really good job. Anytime a freshman comes into a big game like this in the SEC, it is 
going to be a tough task, and I think he played extremely well. I think he has natural ability, and he’s 
very smart out on the football field. He makes very good decisions, and I trust him. We all trust him 
and so does Coach Wolford. He gives us that extra depth that we need. I have a lot of confidence in 
Dylan, and I like what he did tonight.” 
 
SOUTH CAROLINA JUNIOR WR BRYAN EDWARDS 
On what it was like to have Coach McClendon back on the sidelines… 
“It’s always good to have Coach McClendon on the sidelines. He’s always that voice in my ear. He is 
great at keeping us clam and keeping us in the moment in each and every situation, so it’s always good 
to have him on the sideline. I think it worked out well today.” 
 
On how close he got to scoring the long touchdown catch and how he felt after he came 
up a little shaken up at the end of the play… 
“It’s one of those missed opportunities. I kind of wish I would’ve gotten in there. But I kind of just 
landed funny and just got up and walked it off. I’m going to be alright it’s nothing serious.”	
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TENNESSEE HEAD COACH JEREMY PRUITT 
Opening Statement… 
“You know, the team did really make plays. They did a really good job of being resilient… and we 
didn't. So I've got to give those guys credit. (Will) Muschamp did a really good job. B. Mac (Bryan 
McClendon), T. Rob (Travaris Robinson) did a really good job, so we've got to give those guys credit. 
For our football team, there are a lot of good lessons to be learned here. I think our guys are getting 
invested and trying to do things the right way. You know, but we have nine penalties and the other 
team has two. We're not good enough to overcome that, especially when they're undisciplined 
penalties, and we had plenty of those today. You know, offensively, I thought we played well enough 
to win the football game and then we shot ourselves in the foot. Well, I know one time in the red area 
we get a personal foul and the whistle blows. We probably had four or five, maybe six false starts, so 
it's hard to overcome that. We had a couple of drops, so we have got to do better than that. 
Defensively, we got one turnover, gave up explosive plays; you know you can't do that. You have to 
make the other team earn it. And it's a shame that we continue to have some guys play well up front, 
and we just got guys that literally just turn people loose. So, it baffles me. I have to do a better job 
coaching and I will keep working hard to do that. I think for us as a program, this one stung, and it 
should have. We've got to fix what we messed up and go back to work and there's nothing else we can 
do about it now but learn from our mistakes.” 
 
On the team's penalties and mistakes… 
“Guys, let me tell you, the men in that locker room are busting their tail trying to do it the right way. 
They practice hard, and they wouldn't let them do it any other way. So they're creating really good 
habits and, you know, at the end of the day, you get measured by how you play on Saturdays and we 
played some good football today. We didn't finish the game, we made mistakes, and they took 
advantage of that. Sometimes, you don't guard guys and, you know, the quarterback doesn’t know; 
maybe you get pressure on them. I've seen it happen with really good defensive plays. Lots of mess-
ups, but they've got guys that just erase plays. We've got to do things exactly right. It takes eleven of us 
to keep them bottled up, and we're not being very smart.” 
 
On details of Trey Smith's absence… 
"Well, for one we're very thankful for our doctors for doing a great job to diagnose and figure out what 
was going on with Trey (Smith). It's far more important than this football game. Trey is doing great; 
he is out of the hospital today. You know, everybody knew Trey's circumstance. There weren't any 
secrets, everybody knew it, everybody knew what was going on and everybody knew that this could 
possibly happen at some point. We had our fingers crossed that it wouldn't but unfortunately it did 
and our doctors have done a great job figuring it out. I think our guys want to play well. They want to 
play well for Trey, they want to play well for themselves, they want to play well for this University and 
there's more to it than just wanting to. We've got to be able to finish it; we've got to be able to execute 
and you know what? We did that for a lot of the game." 
 
On Trey Smith's football status… 
"I'm not a doctor. I've stayed out of that the whole time. Whatever Trey and his family want to do, we 
fully support them like everybody at our university does. That's not our decision, that's theirs." 
 
 



 
On where mistakes were made… 
"We did find a way to run the football a little bit. We converted some third downs. We had a few 
explosive plays. Put some drives together, put multiple plays together. (Marquez) Calloway had a nice 
drive going there and then got an unsportsmanlike penalty in the red area and had to settle for a field 
goal, which is very unfortunate. I think our guys worked hard, I think with their offensive strategy, 
trying to move the football and getting creative. At the end of the day, we snap the ball, I don't know, 
about four or five snap infractions. I know we had at least two penalties on offense that were due to 
discipline, and then we dropped two, so that had nothing to do with the other thing." 
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TENNESEE JUNIOR OL DREW RICHMOND 
On his team’s difficulty moving on from the loss… 
“I don’t think it will be hard, because it’s about us. We have to correct us. It’s not the other team. We 
had a few penalties, we gave them a lot of opportunities and what they did was take advantage of that, 
and that’s what a good team does. We just have to come back on Monday and work on us.” 
 
TENNESEE JUNIOR TE ELI WOLF 
On what worked offensively for the team tonight…  
“Early in the game, we got a lot of things working. We established a running game and started 
switching it up, and everything was working pretty well. Late in the game, we just started hurting 
ourselves. It was hard to sustain drives.” 
 
On the procedure mistakes his team made in the loss… 
“The small things like that can kill a drive. You have that momentum, and it hurts. It stings. Looking 
back on it and watching the film and knowing that we killed ourselves, it hurts.” 
 
TENNESEE SOPHOMORE RB TY CHANDLER 
On the play of Carlin Fils-aime… 
“It’s exciting. He’s a good guy, a great running back. I’m proud of him. He stepped up, and I’m glad to 
have him back in the room.” 
 
TENNESEE JUNIOR LB DARRIN KIRKLAND JR. 
On Trey Smith’s absence and how the team played for his tonight… 
“He’s a great competitor. Great leader. Unfortunate situation, but he’s my brother. We worked 
together all throughout the offseason, and it’s an unfortunate circumstance, but this guy is still a part 
of our football team in multiple ways beside being on the field.” 
 
On the approach South Carolina took and if it surprised the Tennessee defense… 
“No, we knew coming onto the field what we were going to face, like the offense’s tempo. We knew 
that, and we were prepared for it.” 
 
On playing against Jake Bentley… 
“He’s a gutsy quarterback. I had the same feeling towards him in 2016. He’s a good competitor. He’s 
going to do whatever it takes to win. He keeps fighting.” 


