
POSTGAME QUOTES
> > >  SOUTH CAROLINA INTERIM HEAD COACH MIKE BOBO
Opening Statement
“First of all, congratulations to Missouri. I know they were shorthanded, it’s a good win by them, they played well enough to 
win. It’s a bottom line business and we didn’t get the win tonight. We know we’re judged on wins and losses, but I want to say 
one thing. I’m proud of that team out there tonight. I’m proud of those players, I’m proud of those coaches. There was no quit. 
We were shorthanded as well but like I said in the middle of the week there are no excuses. Those guys continued to fight. They 
faced adversity after adversity tonight and opportunities to fold in this ballgame but there wasn’t any quit in this team. They 
gave our team an opportunity to win in the fourth quarter. I can’t say enough about our defense and the way they continued 
to battle the whole game. The whole game was a field position battle and we couldn’t get it flipped but our defense fought 
and did an extremely nice job against a good group. We were shorthanded but guys fought, they played hard, I told them that. 
But I also told them it’s a bottom line business and we didn’t win. But we have another opportunity next week against a very 
good football team and it’s the last opportunity for our senior’s play in Williams-Brice. We’re going to go back to work and put 
ourselves in position to hopefully have a chance to win in the fourth quarter. I thought as the game continued to go on there 
started to be some belief that we can do this, we have to get to the point where that belief is there when they walk on the field. 
Credit to the coaches, credit to the leadership for getting the guys to fight. They laid it on the line tonight.”

Quote 1 - On putting Luke Doty in to start the second half
“Obviously everybody saw Shi [Smith] go down on that first drive and our plan for the passing game went kaput. We weren’t 
able to protect, they were able to get pressure. They’re a five man pressure team, they load the box and they got pressure on 
Collin. They were doing a great job slanting and moving up front, causing us to move sideways like against Texas A&M in the run 
game, and we had a plan for Luke Doty to play more this game because he gave us an extra hat in the run game. We felt that 
with all the man coverage it would open up some seams for him to tuck the ball and run. At halftime we went through things 
and talked about what we were going to do in the second half and as we walked out I said ‘we have to go with Luke.’ I feel like 
he gave us the best chance to win. I’ll say this about Luke Doty - the moment is not too big for him. That was obvious in this 
game.”

Quote 2 - On the team’s energy tonight
“I think they had great energy. We were in the game the whole time. When things haven’t gone well for us, let’s be honest, we 
haven’t reacted well, we’ve went the other way. We got down 17-0 but nobody blinked. We talked about how some guys would 
falter tonight and if somebody falters you hold that rope a little bit tighter until they get back up. I thought we were struggling 
offensively and the defense kept us in the game in the first half, and continued to keep us in the game through the second half. 
We knew it was going to be hard to run the ball on these guys, we knew we’d have to make some plays in the passing game, we 
just didn’t make enough.“

Quote 3 - On the defensive effort tonight
“I can’t say enough about our defense, especially in the first half. We gave up a couple scores, but to get the turnover in the red 
zone, to continue to battle when they faced short field after short field. I thought they we’re playing extremely well. Offensively 
we couldn’t get anything going to give them a breath. To be able to hold those guys twice in the red zone, once for just a field 
goal and once for an interception, that was huge. Coming into the second half we made a couple adjustments. A couple runs 
hit us and we knew we we’re going to have to have great eye discipline, they run a lot of stuff with motions where you have to 
communicate and the guys did a great job of communicating. We overcame some bad breaks, which happens. Some pass inter-
ference calls, some things that happen, the  guys didn’t get down. They continued to play. I’m really proud of those guys. Here’s 
a unit that everybody had written off as dead, and they’re not dead. They showed some pride in wearing that uniform tonight 
and playing for each other.“
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POSTGAME QUOTES
ERNEST JONES • LB • JR.
Where did the defense draw their motivation for tonight’s game?
“It had to come from each other. We were telling each other no matter who’s here or who’s not here, we got to go play ball. We came out as a defense and 
weren’t going to let each other get down regardless of who messed up or who did not do something right, we weren’t allowing anybody to try and defeat 
themselves.”

On taking a moral victory from Saturday’s game
“I wouldn’t say it was a moral victory but I would say, come Sunday or Tuesday whenever we go into the building, everybody’s morale will be up even more. 
Everybody will be a little bit more focused coming into the week than we were this past week with everything that was going on.”

“I definitely feel like we can we can build on this. Nobody on this team quit tonight, we gave it what we had and I’m proud of these guys. I didn’t know what 
to expect or how we were gonna play, but the way we came and played - I’m proud these guys. They got me excited to get ready to prepare for Georgia.”

On handing the emotions of the week
“It’s been a rough week for everybody. We weren’t weren’t really expecting what happened and we all loved our coach. A lot of us wish we could have done a 
lot of things better so we could have kept him here and we could have played better but at the end of the day it’s life. You just got to move forward.”

On the secondary filling in key holes
“We’re proud of those guys. I told them earlier in the week, it’s like your career is kind of starting now. You’re starting games, Jaycee (Horn) and Izzy (Mukua-
mu) are gone, so y’all got to step up. People watching y’all now so go play football, you’ve been playing football since you were a young kid. It’s not hard.”

SADARIUS HUTCHERSON • OL • R-SR.
On the play of Luke Doty
“I thought Luke played his tail off tonight, regardless of the mistakes. I’m proud of him. Seeing that guy just keep fighting, scrambling when he didn’t see 
anybody open, he just made something out of nothing and you can’t ask too much more from a freshman. We just got to keep playing well these next two 
weeks and try to get a win.”

On playing after an emotional week
“It was very emotional. It was hard to see coach go. With me starting as a freshman being up to now and having him see me develop as a person and a player, 
it does kind of suck seeing him go. At the end of the day, it’s the business and we have to move on. As far as this week it was very hard but at the end of the 
day we got to keep moving and that’s where he would want us to do.”

On opting to play out the rest of the season
“After the Clemson game I told you all there was unfinished business. With me as a senior, I know what adversity is like and at the end of the day my guys 
needed a leader, and they look up to me and a few more other players and it just wouldn’t be right for me to leave. I’ll finish it out. I was raised that way - my 
mom and dad always raised me to finish anything that I started. That’s what I’m gonna do, I’m gonna finish these last two games like a man regardless of if 
we win or lose but I’m not going to trade these guys for anything in the world.”

LUKE DOTY • QB • FR.
On playing extended time in the second half
“It was a lot of fun you know, getting to be out there with my guys in a great environment, the message this week was to just have fun, and I really think we 
did that tonight. I definitely think I learned a lot, first time since I’ve been out there for really a whole half to play in a real game-like situation. The game is 
a lot faster than high school and it’s definitely something that I’m gonna have to keep working out and getting used to. I had a lot of fun with my guys and 
we’re going to find a way to get a win.”

Approaching the week ahead before Georgia
“I really don’t think I’ve ever earned anything. I think it goes back to just getting back to work next week and just working my tail off really. Everybody on the 
team has been fighting, everybody believes in each other and I know the guys around me believe in me. Next week just comes down to everybody doing 
their job and me included. I do my job and make sure I can build trust in everyone around me.”

On the relationship with new QB coach Connor Shaw
“Connor did a great job this week with us, simplifying things for us and putting things in a different perspective. Really just doing a good job of helping us 
feed off of each other. He brought a lot of positive energy to practice this week and I really think that helped. He did the same thing on the sideline tonight, 
especially coming off the field, always being right there talking me through things and just getting me ready to go out for the next play. I definitely enjoyed 
having him there and look forward to getting back out next week.”
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POSTGAME QUOTES
> > >  MISSOURI HEAD COACH ELIAH DRINKWITZ
Opening Statement
I mean I can’t be any more proud of our football team to fight they displayed the toughness like show, you know, to have 52 
scholarship players available and play the game ... to still find a way to win. The defense played lights out. We knew [defensive 
coordinator Ryan] Walters wasn’t going to be here; tip of our hat to our defensive staff especially [defensive backs coach David] 
Gibbs, just called an excellent game. Just, just really an awesome performance all the way around. Obviously we didn’t do what 
we needed to do offensively in the second half to put the game away, but we found a way to win, and that’s what you have to 
do. Special teams did a great job flipping the field. We’re going home 3-3 and really proud of our team right now.

On the depleted defense containing South Carolina...
It’s hats off to them for just being focused and doing their jobs and executing and stepping up to the challenge,

On interaction with Devin Nicholson after the interception that sealed the game...
Last time I saw Devin he was running around the turnover robe. So, you know, tremendous job [linebackers coach DJ] Smith 
does drop school for the linebackers every Wednesday after practice, and it showed up right there did an excellent job. Coach 
Gibbs on that last drive, I got on the head set said, ‘Sorry, Coach,’ and he said, ‘Don’t worry about it, we’re gonna get a turnover 
right here,’ and he did.

On how much the defense playing well impacts the offensive plays he calls...
It gives you a lot of confidence knowing that they’re able to put things away. I tried to try to end the game on that little wheel 
route at the end, and I had confidence that if we didn’t get it we were going to be able to punt it deep and the defense was 
going to hold them.

On how team dealt with playing for the first time since Halloween...
I think you could tell offensive line-wise, we’re not where we need to be and I think we’re still just working on ...  making some 
holes. They did a good job with our counter scheme tonight. But, for the most part our ball-handling was pretty clean and our 
tackling was pretty good, except you know when they slipped in that other quarterback. [Luke] Doty, I thought, did a nice job 
of eluding some tackles. But for the most part I mean, we do what we needed to do,

On importance of great punting from Grant McKinniss on the outcome...
I mean he’s that’s why you recruited him. That’s why you get him here and you beg him to come back for next year, too, because 
he’s got a lot of leadership and he’s been in these games a long time. He does a great job with his timing and holding the ball, 
and, I mean, there’s just no substitute for experience right there. 

On being 3-3 at this point in a conference-only season...
I’ve got a couple of screenshots of people that predicted us only win two games, so they can have those screenshots back. I 
think that, for me, is the biggest thing is just for our team having a chip on their shoulder from people counting us out before 
we even got to the fight. There’s no quit in us. You know, we have 52 scholarship players man, I mean that’s a I-AA a roster right 
now. Our guys are fighting and giving everything they’ve got. Nick Bolton’s playing every snap. You know our D-line is giving us 
everything. We started two true freshmen at corner tonight. To be where we’re at is a tribute to our players; it’s a tribute to our 
seniors; and a tribute to our staff for just fighting.

On Larry Rountree passing the record for yards by a running back...
He’s a captain, so the first thing. he means is that he’s got the respect of his teammates. A core value for us is build trust and 
respect, and he has a lot of trust and respect. He’s just an outstanding person. He’s got great work ethic.  To have complementary 
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guys like Larry Rountree and Nick Bolton on the offensive and defensive side – for me in this job, it makes all the difference. 
Those two guys hold this team together. They make sure we play hard; they make sure we practice hard. They have the respect 
of every coach I talk to in this conference. Every time I shake somebody’s hands in midfield, they all want to know if those two 
guys have COVID because if they’re playing they know they’re in for a dogfight all day. Really proud of both of them.

> > >  JUNIOR LINEBACKER NICK BOLTON
On how badly the team needed the Devin Nicholson interception late...
Yeah, we needed a stop. They’re down seven; they’re kind of moving the ball methodically. We knew they’d have to take a shot 
eventually to try to gain 20 plus yards. Coach Gibbs had a great call, and everybody hit their assignments forcing them to throw 
the ball in the middle of field. [Luke Doty] didn’t enough air underneath it, and we had somebody underneath and over the 
top. For Devin, it builds confidence, it’s huge for him. He’s going to continue to play better, and I’m looking forward to the bright 
future he has.

On the team’s mentality over the last few weeks...
Just next man up mentality. You can’t really dwell on the past or somebody being out. And so, just come in every day, put your 
head down, go to work and try to improve, give us a chance to win football games on Saturdays. Everybody in the locker room 
has the same mindset. Everybody’s trying to work to improve and get a little bit better and help our team win.

On what Larry Rountre has meant to the team the last few years...
Grit, perseverance, those two things that for me describe Larry Rountreee to a tee. He’s never gonna get to down or dwell on 
lulls. He’s always trying to come in every day put in work job to try and improve himself, so he can have a better performance 
on Saturday for our team. Larry Rountree has been huge. He’s an older guy who took me under his wing when I first got here, 
showed me the ropes, showed me what it took to be to successful in this conference. I respect everything he brings to the 
table, and I know he has a bright future ahead.

On how they slowed down South Carolina running back Kevin Harris...
It was big for us to make him stop and restart and make him go lateral. The D-line took the gaps up front, we leveled the ball 
so he couldn’t get to the edge. Most of his runs come from going off of the edge of the defense, and so we made a premium 
that we weren’t going to allow him to do that, to force him to bring the ball to the middle. We kind of wrapped up early, got a  
couple [tackles for loss] as well, kind of discouraged them from running the ball.

> > >  SENIOR RUNNING BACK LARRY ROUNTREE III
On becoming the all-time leading running back at Missouri...
I still don’t believe it. You know, it’s just weird. I would say, though, I wouldn’t have got any of those yards without the O-lineman 
I’ve had since freshman year. You’re nothing without your O-line, so I would say, I thank all my current O-linemen and all the 
O-linemen that have been here and left since I’ve been here because without those guys,  I wouldn’t have any of those yards.

On how well the defense played tonight...
The defense, they did their thing. We’ve got to do better, obviously, converting on third downs, but to see Devin [Nicholson] 
make that play, it was it was great. Right then and there when they threw the ball and Devin caught it. I was just so happy 
because when we play here, it’s always been a tight game. So it doesn’t surprise me that it was a tight game, but this was our 
first win on the road so it means a lot. We just know we got to do more, so we won’t be in a situation like that.

On the difference from the first half to the second half...
Honestly, I think we weren’t doing what we were supposed to do on third down, so that made a difference. When we got to 
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third down, it would be third-and-four or third-and-five, and we didn’t get to capitalize on that .I would say in the first half, we 
were making explosive plays and going on field and we scored around zone. When we got in the second half is a little different. 
We came out a little sluggish. We wanted to get some momentum going down the field, but that didn’t happen. When you get 
the ball coming out in the second half, you want to have a momentum gainer, but we didn’t. So from there, we had to just have 
faith and confidence in our defense that they were gonna do their part.

> > >  REDSHIRT-FRESHMAN QUARTERBACK CONNOR BAZELAK
On the difficulties of the lack of a run game...
It makes it harder. We’ve still got to be able to convert and even when the run game’s not working well. But, it definitely makes 
it more difficult because when you get behind the chains they know what’s coming on third-and-long, and it’s hard to convert 
on those.

On the first touchdown pass to Tauskie Dove...
I just gave him a chance. I knew I liked the matchup with him on their corner, and I just gave him a chance to go up and get it, 
and he made a great play. Super happy for him.
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